APP'B”‘S
Anthropolq?gg

An Introductory Reader

AARON PODOLEFSKY PETER). BROWN

e o

AN A A N A A S A A S A S S RSN ST Y S SN S ISYOSSIASNIRSZ ®Z§4@1K4®I§Q&g«¢®¥%%g {’/.v\\\\\'.‘\(’/.v\\\‘;\(’/.’\\\‘
I A R A A B R NTORTORRIVORIRIOIRE
T W 25y ) = T T e, v

e P by e o
o ? ¥ ;
i L] ]

3= A R

- .-.ry’:




APPLYING ANTHROPOLOGY
An Introductory Reader

EIGHTH EDITION

Aaron Podolefsky
Central Missouri State University

Peter J. Brown
Emory University

s o O HEr RAK
TRUNG TAM THENS T T4 12
7

Boston Burr Ridge, IL Dubuque, A Madison, WI  New York San Francisco St. Louis
Bangkok Bogotd Caracas Kuala Lumpur Lisbon London Madrid Mexico City
Milan Montreal New Delhi Santiago Seoul Singapore Sydney Taipei Toronto




The McGraw-Hill companies

5 Higher Education

APPLYING ANTHROPOLOGY: AN INTRODUCTORY READER

Published by McGraw-Hill, a business unit of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.,
1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY, 10020. Copyright © 2007, 2003, 2001,
1999, 1997, 1994, 1992, 1989 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any
means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written consent
of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., including, but not limited to, in any network
or other electronic storage or transmission, or broadcast for distance learning.

Some ancillaries, including electronic and print components, may not be available to
customers outside the United States.

This book is printed on acid-free paper.
234567890QPD/QPD 0987

ISBN-13: 978-0-07-353093-2
ISBN-10: 0-07-353093-X

Vice President and Editor-in-Chief: Emily Barrosse

Publisher: Phillip A. Butcher

Freelance Development Editor: Pat Forrest, Carlisle Communications, Ltd.
Editorial Coordinator: Teresa C. Treacy

Senior Marketing Manager: Daniel M. Loch

Managing Editor: Jean Dal Porto

Senior Project Manager: Rick Hecker

Art Director: Jeanne Schreiber

Designer: Srdjan Savanovic

Production Supervisor: Jason I. Huls

Composition: 10/12 Palatino, by Interactive Composition Corporation, India
Printing: 45# New Scholarly Matte

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Applying anthropology : an introductory reader / [edited by] Aaron Podolefsky,
Peter J. Brown.—8th ed.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN-13: 978-0-07-353093-2 (softcover : alk. paper)
ISBN-10: 0-07-353093-X (softcover : alk. paper)
1. Applied anthropology. 2. Anthropology. I Podolefsky, Aaron.
II. Brown, Peter J.
GN397.5.A67 2007
- 301—dc22 2006044431

Internet addresses listed in the text were accurate at the time of publication.

The inclusion of a Web site does not indicate an endorsement by the authors or
McGraw-Hill, and McGraw-Hill does not guarantee the accuracy of the information
- presented at these sites.

- www.mhhe.com




To the Instructor

Intmductory anthropology has become an estab-
lished part of the college curriculum, and through this
course our profession communicates with a large and
diverse undergraduate audience. Members of that
audience differ in experience, academic concentration,
and career aspirations. For those students considering
anthropology as a major, we need to provide (among
other things) a vision of the future, a view of anthropo-
logical work to be done in the public domain as well as
within academia. For them, we need to provide some
answers to the question, What can I do with a degree in
anthropology? For students majoring in other areas,
such as business, engineering, or psychology, we need
to address the question, How can anthropological
insights or research methods help me understand and
solve human problems? If we can provide such a ser-
vice, we increase the likelihood that students will find
creative solutions to the professional problems that
await them, and we brighten the future for our anthro-
pology majors by underscoring the usefulness of an
anthropological perspective in attempts to solve the
practical problems of today’s world.

Over the years we have found that many introduc-
tory texts do little more than include a chapter on
applied anthropology at the end of the book. This
suggests, at least to students, that most of anthro-
pology has no relevance to their lives. Such treatment
also implies that the application of anthropological
knowledge is a tangent or afterthought—at best an
additional subject area, such as kinship or politics.

We disagree. We believe that the applications of
anthropology cut across and infuse all the discipline’s
subfields. This book is a collection of articles that pro-
vide examples of both basic and applied research in all
four fields of anthropology.

One of our primary goals is to demonstrate some
of the ways our discipline is used outside the academic
arena. We want anthropology to be seen as a field that
is interesting as well as relevant to the real world. Like
the public at large, students seem well aware that the
subject matter of anthropology is fascinating, but they
seem unaware of both the fundamental questions of
humanity addressed by anthropologists and the prac-
tical applications of the field. Increased public aware-
ness of the practical contributions of anthropology is a
goal that we share with many in the profession. In fact,

this is a major long-term goal of the American Anthro-
pological Association.

Since we first started editing these readers in
1989, the general field of anthropology has changed
in precisely this direction of emphasizing public rele-
vance. “Public anthropology” refers to anthropological
research and writing that engages important public
issues (like many of those addressed in this book)
and whose audience is the lay educated public. Our
discipline has a long history in this regard, as in the
work of Franz Boas on racial discrimination and Mar-
garet Mead’s famous articles in Redbook magazine. As
“public scholars,” anthropologists must communicate
their perspective on contemporary issues and influ-
ence public opinion and policy. In this age of global-
ization and increased cultural intolerance often linked
to religious fundamentalism, the basic messages of
public anthropology are more important than ever.
Being an effective public anthropologist is just being
a great teacher in a larger classroom. A good place to
find out what is happening in public anthropology is
through the Web site of the American Anthropological
Association (www.aaanet.org) or the Public Anthro-
pology Web site (www.publicanthropology.org).

Although people distinguish between basic and
applied research, much of anthropology falls into a
gray area, having elements of both. Many selections in
this book fall into that gray zone—they are brief ethno-
graphic accounts that contain important implications
for understanding and resolving problems. We could
have included a large number of articles exempli-
fying strictly applied research—an evaluation report of
agency performance, for example. Although this sort
of research is fascinating and challenging to do, it is
usually not exciting for students to read. We have
selected articles that we believe are fascinating for stu-
dents and convey the dual nature (basic/applied) of
social science research. We think that it is not the schol-
arly writing style that is most important, but rather the
content of the research as a way to get students to
think and to challenge their own assumptions about
the world.

Anthropological research is oriented by certain basic
human values. These include being against ethnocen-
trism, racism, and ignorance. Anthropology is about
understanding and appreciating human similarities
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and difference. Such an understanding can lead
students to new attitudes—like tolerance for cultural
difference, commitment to human equality, steward-
ship of the environment, appreciation of the past,
and personal dedication to the continued and honest
pursuit of knowledge.

Any student who completes an introductory
course in anthropology should learn that anthropolog-
ical work, in its broadest sense, may include (or at least
contribute to) international business, epidemiology,
program evaluation, social impact studies, conflict
resolution, organizational analysis, market research,
and nutrition research, even though their introduc-
tory anthropology texts make no mention of those
fields. The selections in this book should help students
understand why anthropology is important in today’s
world and also make the course more memorable and
meaningful.

FEATURES OF THIS EDITION

* To spark student discussion and thinking about
controversial issues and issues of public policy,
we have included selections dealing with contem-
porary topics like globalization, HIV/AIDS,
racism, cell phones, Barbie, migration, obesity,
intelligent design, and the current war. These
selections are clearly anthropological in perspec-
tive and approach. When students are able to
relate the concepts and examples of anthropology
to current debates, they recognize the value of
their education.

e We chose readings that complement typical
courses in introductory anthropology. The
sequence of articles follows the organization
of standard anthropology textbooks, grouped
under headings with terms such as kinship,
ritual, marriage, and religion, rather than head-
ings based on areas of applied anthropology
like medical anthropology or the anthropology
of development. At the same time, we include
headings such as culture and food and globaliza-
tion, reflecting growth and development in the
anthropological discipline and purview. As in
most contemporary textbooks, linguistic
anthropology is included under culture and

communication. Had we meant this book as a
reader on applied anthropology, our organization
would have been different. Although this book
could be used by students in upper-level

courses on applied anthropology (as earlier
editions have been), those students are not our
intended audience. For this reason, we have not

provided extensive discussion of the history or
definition of applied anthropology.

e For students interested in pursuing applied
anthropology on their own, there are a number of
fine books. These include Applied Anthropology: A
Practical Guide, by Erve Chambers; Applied Anthro-
pology: An Introduction, by John van Willigen;
Anthropological Praxis: Translating Knowledge into
Action, by Robert M. Waulff and Shirley J. Fiske;
Applied Anthropology in America, by Ehzal?eth M.
Eddy and William L. Partridge; and Making Our
Research Useful, by John van Willigen, Barbara
Rylko-Bauer, and Anne McElroy. Students inter-
ested in medical matters may want to consult Un-
derstanding and Applying Medical Anthropology, by
Peter ]. Brown, or Anthropology and Public Health
by Robert Hahn.

o To emphasize how anthropology can be put to
work in different settings, we include examples
of anthropologists whose careers involve apply-
ing anthropology outside the university setting.

s To help students better understand the subject
matter, we include a number of pedagogical aids:
introductions, a list of glossary terms, and guid-
ing questions for each article; a world map that
pinpoints the locations of places and peoples dis-
cussed in the articles; and, for easy reference, an
extensive glossary and index.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

In this edition we have continued to juxtapose
“classic” anthropological articles with features that
highlight issues of this new millennium. One such jux-
taposition is the continued issue of the central biologi-
cal theory of evolution as opposed to creationism that
has recently been reborn as “intelligent design.” In the
field of human paleontology, we have a new article
that explores the continuing “big questions” of human
evolution, in part because the corpus of fossil evidence
has become so large that it is ever more complex for
undergraduate students.

There are twelve new articles that refer to contem-
porary social issues and events, like Hurricane Katrina
in 2005 and the current wars in the Middle East. These
include new selections that deal with hot-button issues
like illegal migration, alternative forms of marriage,
and the teaching of evolution in high schools.

We have continued our previous commitment to
the discussion of race as a salient topic for introductory
anthropology. We continue to put these articles within
the cultural anthropology sections because race is a
cultural construction, not a biological fact. In this




regard, students need to understand that whiteness is
also a cultural construction that brings with it certain
privileges. Racism, sexism, severe economic inequality,
and intolerance for cultural difference are continuing
problems of our society. Throughout this edition we

have also newly emphasized globalization and its
human dimensions.
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